A singlehanded
all-out
performance
skiff with
spinnaker, the
Musto
Performance
Skiff threatens
to terrify
shrinking
violets... but
delight those
who demand a
challenge. We
let former
Olympic 49er
campaigner
and Laser 5000
master,

iIoose on thé
MPS.
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Capsizing bolds no horrors, though tha
combination of high spaed and wide racks
gives planty af scope fora well launched
skipper you get | really wrong

Recovery was easy enough, there is
anough space between the racks and the
hull o seramble (hrough as thie boat
comes up,

Az might be expected from one ol
Britain's premier performance dinghy
buiidars, il is hard to hnd much fo faull in
the construction or fit-out. The hull is
extremely simple and follows the 49er's
consiruction in almost every detail, The
main struclure |s glass and epoxy wsin
over a foam core with carbon
reinfarcement in the highty stressed area
between the shrouds. Construction is the
usual high Cwington quality and, provided
it is well looked after, there seems no
reasan 1o suppose a hard-sailéed boat will
nof last wall,

Tha fittings come fram a varioly of
sources and everything seems to be of a
gize and type weil suited 1o (s application.
The mainsheat cleats on a swivel jammer
in the centre of the boat while the
cunmingham runs out to the ands of tha
racks with a lly-away elastic inside tha
tubes. The kicker s somewhat unusual;
lilke the main, it also cleats o a small
swivel [ammaern the middle of the boat,
just aft of the mast, Hawever, the contral
line has two talls (ends), each of which s
fied off in the middie of the rack bar
There is enough slack on each side 1o
allow adjustmants from the opposite side.

Tha g is all-carbon from the newly-
installed automated production facility at
Selden-Proctor. The mas! is a carafully
engineered design, consisting of a paraliel
lower section and tapered topmast.
permanently jonad just above the
hounds. In arder to tacilitate easy
transportation, the mast is divided into two
demountable seclions just above the
spreaders with a sleeved join allowing
guick assembly and discannaction.

Once separated into two pieces, each

gachon fits inside the hull for easy
transpart, making car-topping the MPS a
real possibility, Each section is itsell
constructad from two parts, with a
struciural carbon ke at the front bonded
o a plastic sall-track at the back. Fittings
are all stainless steel or aluminiurm,
conventionally riveted in place.
Manufactured using a hully autemated
process, the masts should be extremely
consistent in.consiruction and proparlies
— thay looked to be designed and Built 10
vary high standards.

Al in-all; the MPS is a challenging bul far
from impessible boat to sail. In hght winds
It seems quite managaable and {given
some axperience of this type of boal)
thers seams nothing to indicate that it
wolld become too difficultin a blow. As
always, the greater the challenge, the
greater the rewards whan you get |t right.

Even in 10 knots of bresze, lan was
very much of lhe apinion that this was ot
i boat for the faint-hearted. Exparience of
a high pedarmance twin rapeze
doublehandar s probably 8 preraquisie
for sadling the MPS — or at [east &
willingness (o do 2 lof of swimming
while you figure it all out. It goes without
saying that prospective sailors will need
a good sense of fiming and balance,
Howewver, the rewards lor mastering it all
are worth pursuing

A fledghng race circult is already
pencilled in o the calendar, runming at
lirst alongside the existing 49er and B14
regattas. ld@n mekonad, jI would bie really
geed tun 1o race as you have gol far oo
miuch to do and not nearly enough hands
lo-do "

There are now over 20 boats lo supply
in the UK plus a batch of 20 1o go oul to
Eurape to satisfy orders in Haly. Austna,
Switzartand. France and Germany. A
whole generalion of sailors are now
aftuned to sailing high pefomance fwine-
rapeze doublehanders; so there will be
no shortage of people able to sail her
With the MPS, the boundaries of salling
have been moved forward once again.
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We would like to thank Peter and lan
for arganising a summer's day in the
middle of February, and for a grea
boat test, |t is always a joy o walch
someocne anjoying sailing our new
boat,

The Muste Performance Skiff is an
out-and-out singlehanded skiff. Tha
hwull, rig anda fittings' layout hava been
tested by many top sailors for more
than a year to achiave a boat that s
not only vary fast, but seaworthy, Tha
collaboration between Dave
Ovington, Luca Davoti, Tim Tavinor
and Dave Hall has made the boat the
success |1 is, winning every race at
the ISAF singlehanded triais in
Cuiberan

In strang winds the develaped rig
rasponds superbly {o allow the
mainsail to blade off and depower,
while the hull shape allows salling in
big s=as.

Regarding the spinnaker halyard,
we found the simple system we uss
troubile free, preferred by most
sailors, and safe after a capsize orin
an extrame situation. It ig a
singlehandar and you always want fo
get back home! We use a 4mm
halyard, but rope diameters ara free.

We wish to thank Joachim
Harpprechi, past Europaan champion
Ir the Contender class, Gabrigl
Wicke current Contender world
champion, the Bruni Brothers that led
the 48er world ranking last year and
all the other great sailors who have
helped devalop the boat.

Go sailing and anjoy it.

MPS Specifications

Loa: VESM
Beam 1.35m. 2.35m with racks
Hull weighi: a5kg
All up weighit: A0k
Sail area: maln: 11 . 580 m

gennaker: 16.550 n

Price on the water inc VAT: £6. 450

UK enquiries: Onvington Boats
Tol: 07071 293948
E-mall niners@ ovinglonboals.co. uk

Internalional enquiries: Dewvall Sailing
Tel: 01627 FE2603

E-mall:

alips & clevoll, co.ul




